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Mission Statement
The Cut Bank Education Foundation and Alumni Association (CBEFAA) will provide a mechanism for 
District #15 to raise and accumulate funds to develop, foster and encourage excellence in education. 
The CBEFAA will promote public awareness and involvement in school related activities and educational 
programs. 

Annual Campaign Donors

The SupportersThe Supporters

Thanks to the very generous businesses, individuals and alumni that have supported the Cut Bank Education 
Foundation and Alumni Association since it was founded in 1996. To date the CBEFAA has awarded more than 

$959,000 in CBEFAA administered scholarships!
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Future Plans � Southern Assembly of God University for Art Therapy and Psychology

Gabriella AnatoGabriella Anato

Mrs. Jamie Hetherington
English

Scholarships �
CBEFAA Senior Scholarship - $1,000
Ray & Lois Rimel Memorial - $1,000
Ken & Ruth Sammons Memorial - $500

Future Plans � Montana State University for Architecture

Andrew Andersen Andrew Andersen 

Mr. Ryan Sullivan
History

Scholarships �
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
ACT Scholarship 22-27 - $250
CBEFAA Senior Scholarship - $1,000
Lucille Anderson Memorial - $1,000

Honored Teacher
When a teacher believes in you it is hard not to believe in yourself and work harder. Mrs. Hetherington was the kind of teacher that left 

an imprint on all that stepped into her classroom. She’s impacted my personality tremendously. She showed me that English and reading 
wasn’t boring, but colorful and exciting, and you can use it to tap into a different side of yourself. She helped me express my very strong 
opinions and feelings through art and poetry, but mostly through her background of Salvador Dali on her smart board with flowers placed 
meticulously on his mustache. She took her time to get to know each student as an individual, and took pride in finding out how to help 
each student excel in their own way.The way she explained how to see different aspects of English made you want to take a second look as 
to why it frustrated you in the first place. It made me look at everything differently in life. Her teaching style was the bottom of the iceberg 
when it came to what impacted me. It was at every other moment. It was the way she cared about every child, and what was bothering 
them or making them laugh. The defining moment that made me realize she was one of a kind, was my last day of sophomore year walk-
ing into a crying room of girls, because her absence was going to be that missed. Her zeal for teaching was contagious, and I will always 
remember the impact she left with me.

Honored Teacher
Ryan Sullivan only worked in the Cut Bank school district for a year, but in that year, he cemented himself as the best teacher I 

have ever had the pleasure of learning from. Mr. Sullivan cared about every kid who walked through his classroom door. He went out 
of his way to make a personal connection with every student. He didn’t stand at the front of the classroom and recite information from 
a dusty old textbook; he always came up with some way to get the entire class interested in what he was teaching us. I have learned 
many things from many teachers over the years, but Mr. Sullivan is the only one that has truly impressed me with his ability to keep 
his students engaged. Teaching wasn’t just a job to him; it was something he loved to do 

Every single time I saw Mr. Sullivan, he made sure to check on how I was doing. He didn’t do it in a disingenuous way as most 
people do; he genuinely wanted to know how you were doing and how he could help. Mr. Sullivan didn’t just focus on your academic 
achievements but also athletics. Mr. Sullivan came to support me at my state swimming finals over the summer of 2019, something 
that no other teacher has done for me in over ten years of swimming. Two-hundred and fifty words cannot describe how amazing Mr. 
Sullivan is as a teacher and as a human being.



Future Plans � Flathead Valley Community College for HVAC and Recovery

Colten BarsnessColten Barsness

Mr. Mike Faber
History

Scholarships �
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
VOCO Scholarship - $1,000
Somont - $500
Danny Nanini Memorial - $300

Future Plans � Montana Tech for Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner

Aryana BlackAryana Black

Ms. Kari Hinkle
Chemistry

Scholarships �
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
Jack & Margaret Tweedy Scholarship - $1,000

Honored Teacher
The teacher that impacted my education and life was Mr. Faber. Although I only had him for my sophomore year I’ve known and 

talked to him before I had him as a teacher. What I admired about him the most was his outstanding work ethic. He always put in 
one hundred and ten percent into everything. My earliest memory of Mr. Faber was in Little Guy Wrestling. That is when he made 
his first big impression on me. He really made everything click in my head and when he was making us do moves and wrestle he 
always held us to the highest standard. That stuck out to me the most and I have tried to apply that to my own life. When I finally 
got to his Montana History class it showed there too. His teaching style was so easy to understand for everybody. There was hardly 
a person there that didn’t understand his lessons. If you didn’t, it was easy to go up to him and he would explain a little more in 
detail. You could also go talk to him about anything and he would talk to you and help you through it. That is the type of person that 
will impact you no matter what and it will stick with you your whole life. I know it has shaped the way I live and think. I strive to be 
more like Mr. Faber - passionate, intentional, and upbeat.

Honored Teacher
  It has been a long life of school. From learning my ABC’s in kindergarten, multiplying and dividing fractions in fourth 
grade, finding linear equations and inequalities freshman year to learning how to build scholarship essays and preparing for 
the second chapter of my life. Throughout high school I have had a lot of science classes, which helped me find a passion in 
medicine and health. One teacher specifically that has inspired me is my chemistry teacher, Kari Hinkle. She’s only been 
my teacher for two years, but she has always been willing to help and reiterate anything she needed to. She came from 
a small town and school and understands that we as students take on more than just homework and class during school; 
most of us have sports, music, school clubs and other obligations. However, she does keep her students to a high expecta-
tion. Ms. Hinkle’s love for chemistry and science has inspired me to continue on a path like hers and find a passion as 
intense as hers in a career.



Future Plans � Montana State University Billings for History Education

Hannah FettersHannah Fetters

Mr. Ryan Sullivan
History

Scholarships �
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
HC Davis Memorial - $1,000

Future Plans � Rocky Mountain College for Pre-Med

Jordyn FieldsJordyn Fields

Mrs. Laureena Croff 
Counselor

Scholarships �
Barb Coen Cain Excellence & Loyalty Scholarship - $500
Dennis & Dixie Roseleip Family EntreLeadership - $500
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
Ray Davis Memorial - $500

Honored Teacher
The teacher who has made the biggest impact on my high school career was Ryan Sullivan. At the beginning of my junior year 

Mr. Sullivan and I butted heads a lot. He was my second and fifth period teacher, and I wasn’t much of a morning person so second 
period I had a big attitude. He definitely had his hands full with me and all of the kids in my class. But being a new teacher and 
being pretty much straight out of college he related to all of us straight out of the gate. He always made class fun, when we started a 
new lesson he would have a really detailed and fun powerpoint for each lesson. He had these really cool transitions and he would go 
back on the slide and get everyone’s attention and play it again. He always had a way to make me laugh even if I was having a re-
ally bad morning. Mr. Sullivan always made sure that I had all of my AR points in or how I did on the test I was complaining about 
in the period before. He was honestly my best friend, he is the one that made me fall in love with history. I want to have a bond with 
kids like he had with all of his students. If you were to ask anybody in this school one teacher they missed the most, he is in the top 
two.

Honored Teacher
Cut Bank High School has had so many influential teachers and staff members; they all strive for every student to 

succeed. One amazing staff member that had a tremendous impact on my life was Mrs. Croff. My parents got a divorce 
when I was in the third grade, with being that young, I did not understand what was happening. Although, as I got in 
middle school, I began to realize what was going on and struggled with it. Mrs. Croff was there for me and made sure 
I did not get behind in school. She would often call me out of class to talk to me; she would occasionally offer me a Tic 
Tac, which was what I mostly looked forward to when talking to her. When I got into high school, the support was car-
ried on, especially during my senior year. She has always pushed me to follow my dreams and give 100% while doing so. 
Thank you Mrs. Croff for everything you have done for me.



Future Plans � Montana Tech for Cellular Molecular Biology

Haylee KroppHaylee Kropp

Mrs. Bess Hjartarson
Science

Scholarships �
Charles & Gladys Billman Memorial - $1,500
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $1,000
CBEFAA Senior Scholarship - $500
Glacier Community Health Center Healthcare - $1,000

Future Plans � University of Montana Western for Biology

Ian LarsonIan Larson

Mr. Brian Hayes 
Welding

Scholarships �
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $3,000
Lillian Larson Memorial - $500
Dave Brittell Memorial Wildlife - $500

Honored Teacher
Throughout my high school career, I have been taught by a lot of amazing teachers. One person who stands out the most to me is 

Mrs. Hjartarson. I will be attending Montana Tech next fall to major in Cellular Molecular Biology for my pre-med track, and she 
has done nothing but the best to help push me to get there. Her love of science and the energy put towards all of her students have 
inspired me to go into biology. She is passionate about her work and has taught me so much from it. Learning from her every day has 
helped me to realize exactly what I would like to do next year, and without her strong love for science and the excitement she gets in 
teaching me, I might still be deciding. Mrs. Hjartarson never fails to make biology fun with her hands-on projects and is always there 
to guide us through each experiment. I have always been a hands-on learner, so I am very grateful for her teaching me through trial 
and error. I have learned so much about biology already, and I can’t wait to learn more next year as I leave Cut Bank behind to start 
my career in the medical field.

Honored Teacher
For the Outstanding/Impactful Teacher/Staff Member, I chose Brian Hayes. Brian Hayes is a welding 

teacher for grade 9-12. He has been my teacher for four years now. The reason why I selected him is that he is 
always willing to help inside and out of the classroom. Throughout the classes I have had, he is always fun to 
have as a teacher in the classroom. If you don’t understand something in the class he is always willing to help 
out the best he possibly can. Having him as a teacher has helped me understand what goes on in the weld-
ing field and how things work. I nominate Mr. Hayes because he made an impact in his classroom to help his 
students to be the best. 



Future Plans � 
Montana State University Gallatin College for Welding Technology and Business

Coalter LittrellCoalter Littrell

Mr. Brian Hayes 
Welding

Scholarships �
Danny Nanini Memorial - $300
Bernice Larson Memorial - $500
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $1,000
CBEFAA Senior Scholarship - $500
R. Paul Kleinsmith Community Service Scholarship - $1,000

Future Plans � Montana Tech for Biochemistry

Sydnei Littrell Sydnei Littrell 

Mrs. Bess Hjartarson
Science

Scholarships �
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
ACT Scholarship 22-27 - $250
CBEFAA Senior Scholarship - $1,000
Miller Family Scholarship - $1,001
Glacier Community Health Center Healthcare - $1,000

Honored Teacher
In my time of being in school there have been many teachers that have done great things for me, but none of them have been like one individual. I 

see this teacher four hours out of the day and learn some of the best lessons a teacher could teach. The teacher that has changed my life and inspired 
me the most is without a doubt Brian Hayes.

Mr. Hayes is a great teacher and also a great friend. Mr. Hayes is someone who takes the time to get to know each one of his students and builds 
a special bond with them. Our bond began my freshman year when I decided to take welding volume one.

I was not totally sure about my decision to take welding my freshman year until I spent the first week in the shop with Mr. Hayes. Mr. Hayes 
made all of us feel welcome in the shop and also got us to enjoy working and learning.

Mr. Hayes also made it possible for his students to get dual welding credits from Flathead Valley Community College and started the Wolf Weld-
ers club. He has taken us to competitions and colleges to give us more opportunities with welding. This has helped jumpstart my college career.

All the students love shop and it’s one of their favorite classes as it is mine. 
It would be very easy to go on talking about this individual. This is the teacher that inspires me, and he is one of the best.

Honored Teacher
Throughout high school, science has been one of my favorite subjects. I have taken most of the science classes Cut Bank has to offer, my favor-

ite being biology. Through this class, Mrs. Hjartarson helped me to be surer of my choice of a career in the medical field. She is always willing to 
answer any questions I have, even if they do not concern biology. 

Mrs. Hjartarson’s biology class was a fun class to be in, as most of the activities/lessons we did were hands-on. Through this kind of learning, she 
was able to make material stick in my brain and deepen my love of all things science. She has a way of teaching students material in ways that will 
stick with them for a long time. Mrs. Hjartarson is a very involved teacher as well, from participating in everything she teaches students to helping 
them to conduct experiments that will blow their minds. 

In the summer of 2019, I was able to attend a medical camp in Butte, thanks to the help of Mrs. Hjartarson. She submitted a recommendation 
form that received high praise from the camp’s review board. Without her outstanding recommendation, I would not have been able to attend this 
camp. She has been one of my favorite teachers to learn under, and she is very good at what she does. Mrs. Hjartarson has impacted my education 
and life the most, and I am very lucky to have been able to be one of her students.



Future Plans � University of Montana for Psychology

Kaylin MartensenKaylin Martensen

Mrs. Lisa Faber
Mathematics

Scholarships �
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
ACT Scholarship 28 & Up - $500
CBEFAA Senior Scholarship - $500
Bill & Metha Edens Scholarship - $1,000
Miller Family Scholarship - $1,201

Future Plans � Montana State University for Business

Katrina OstlerKatrina Ostler

Mrs. Angie Lehner
AP English

Scholarships �
Gene Losing Memorial Scholarship - $500
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
CBEFAA Senior Scholarship - $500
Ray & Lois Rimel Memorial - $1,000

Honored Teacher
The teacher that has had the most impact on me during my time in the Cut Bank School System is Mrs. Faber. Mrs. Faber has been 

my teacher from my sophomore year through my senior year. She has taught me in geometry, pre-calculus, and calculus. Mrs. Faber 
has seen me through some of my hardest times. No matter how much I have struggled she has been a constant voice cheering me on. 
Not once have I ever felt like she did not believe in me. This continued support has been so influential in building my self esteem. She 
has continually pushed me to be the best student and person I can be. If it wasn’t for Mrs. Faber I would not be the student I am. It is 
because of her that I believe in my abilities as a student. She has been so much more than a teacher to me. 

One of my favorite parts about Mrs. Faber is that even though she is incredibly supportive she is also not afraid to call you out if you 
deserve it. If she thinks you can do better she’ll tell you. There have been several times that she has given me the push I needed to get 
my work done and done to the best of my abilities. Mrs. Faber is an incredible teacher and role model. I will be forever grateful that I 
had her as a teacher.

Honored Teacher
I have never met a teacher so welcoming yet so intimidating at the same time as Mrs. Lehner. When I started Pre AP English, the up-

perclassman told us that she would try to scare us the first couple days by telling how hard the class would be. That didn’t happen, only 
because she didn’t have to try to intimidate us; she just did. 

I have always liked English, but I didn’t fall in love with it until I was taught by Mrs. Lehner. You would think reading huge books and 
writing essays about them would be miserable, but she has a way of making you enjoy it. AP English has always been the class I refuse 
to let myself give anything but my best effort into, it’s the least I could do for how much she does for her students. There has never been 
a day where I didn’t want to be in Mrs. Lehner’s class. One of the most valuable things Mrs. Lehner has done for me is teaching me to 
take pride in my work. One of the most prized things in her class is getting a one hundred percent on an assignment, it’s like getting the 
golden ticket. She once told us this was because you can always find ways to better yourself. Mrs. Lehner is understanding and genu-
inely cares about her students and their education. I am grateful for everything she has done for me in high school but also for preparing 
me for life after I graduate.



Future Plans � Carroll College - Undecided

Lily OverstreetLily Overstreet

Mrs. Jamie Hetherington
English

Scholarships �
Mary Catherine Burke Memorial - $14,000
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
ACT Scholarship 28 & Up - $500
Miller Family Scholarship - $2,501
Ray Maier Memorial Community Service - $1,000

Future Plans �
University of Montana Western for Outdoor Guide and Wildlife Outfitters 
Enterprise Mgmt.

Cody RackiCody Racki

Mr. Brian Hayes
Welding

Scholarships �
Barb Coen Cain Excellence & Loyalty Scholarship - $500
Somont - $500

Honored Teacher
Being a 14-year-old has many challenges. Young adults are just figuring out their personalities, bodies, and hormones. When I had Jamie Hetherington as 

my 8th grade English teacher, I was also figuring out these challenges. During this time, I was struggling with my classes and quickly discovered what my new 
anxiety was like.

My first period class was very stressful and overwhelming in 8th grade, and I had a hard time balancing parts of my life. Mrs. Hetherington noticed this and 
cared about me enough to offer help. She invited me to her classroom whenever I needed a safe space to gather my thoughts, calm my nerves, or talk. This was 
remarkably helpful, and I am so thankful for her thoughtfulness. Without her guidance, I wouldn’t have been successful in the class and would have been strug-
gling throughout the year. 

Mrs. Hetherington moved every student she interacted with. She was kind, thoughtful, and patient. She influenced my education because I was motivated 
to work hard while expanding my creativity. In Freshman English, we put together a poetry portfolio that encouraged me to broaden my original ideas and 
writing. To this day, this was one of my favorite projects I’ve ever done in school. She turned my school experience into a pleasant, engaging learning environ-
ment rather than being an overwhelming, stressful situation like it could’ve been. Mrs. Hetherington positively shaped my early high school years through being 
a supportive educator and friend.

Honored Teacher
 Ever since my first day of high school when I met Mr. Hayes, I knew he and I would get along. I was taught a little 

about welding at a younger age, but not a lot. When I walked into his classroom he welcomed us with an open mind, 
knowing that we did not have the knowledge of some of the other students. If any teacher has taught me anything that I 
actually remember, it would be Mr. Hayes.

Mr. Hayes and I now have a bond that can never be broken. We can sit down and talk for hours about hunting, 
fishing, and sports. One of my favorite things about him is that if you are doing something wrong Mr. Hayes will let 
you know, and he does his best to help you out, so you can get it done right. During my four years with Mr. Hayes I 
have taken all the classes that I could to become the best welder I could be. With his help through it all, I was able to get 
certified last year and hopefully do it again this year. Even though we do not get along some days, he will still be the most 
impactful teacher I have had.



Future Plans � Montana State University for Business

London RaemaekerLondon Raemaeker

Mrs. Tia Murphy 
Mathematics

Scholarships �
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
CBEFAA Senior Scholarship - $500
Jack & Margaret Tweedy Scholarship - $1,000

Future Plans � Undecided - Business

Jada Rides at the DoorJada Rides at the Door

Ms. Amanda Lidstrom
Health

Scholarships �
CBEFAA Senior Scholarship - $1,000
Jack & Margaret Tweedy Scholarship - $1,000

Honored Teacher
Mrs. Murphy has been my instructor since my freshman year of Algebra 1. She also taught me my junior year in Algebra 2 as well 

as my senior year of Statistics. Anyone who has gone through these levels of math knows they can be very difficult. She cares about 
her students and wants to make sure everyone understands the material. She will stay many hours after school or during her lunch 
break to help her students understand a lesson or get caught up on work if they need her help. She will never be one to treat others less 
than or give a student a better advantage at succeeding over other students. If one of her students forgets to do an assignment or failed 
something, she reminds them about their tasks that are due and is always willing to help. Many students feel uncomfortable asking for 
help from a teacher, so Mrs. Murphy comes to each and every one of her students everyday and asks if they need help. Not only is she 
a great teacher but she is also like a mother to many people. With difficult situations, a student can go to Mrs. Murphy and she will 
always be there to help and support each and every individual. I’ve never seen a teacher care about students as much as Mrs. Murphy 
does. This is why I believe that Mrs. Murphy is the teacher that has impacted me the most throughout my high school experience.

Honored Teacher
My most impactful/outstanding teacher is Amanda Lidstrom. She has impacted my education and 

my life. She has impacted my education by checking in with me to make sure I was caught up in my 
classes including hers and that if I didn’t understand something or was falling behind she would be 
that voice of reasoning to get me to go get help or to stay after and get work done. She also intro-
duced me to different career paths. But not only did she impact my education, she impacted my life. 
She was there for me outside of the classroom. She’s someone I can go to with my life problems. She 
showed that a teacher can be more than just an educator and for that I’m truly grateful.



Future Plans � University of Montana Western for Elementary Education

Shannia SchmidtShannia Schmidt

Mrs. Julie Monroe 
Kindergarten

Scholarships �
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
Elma & David Epstein Memorial - $1,000

Future Plans � University of Montana for Criminal Justice

Samuel WhitfordSamuel Whitford

Ms. Karla Gregory 
Counselor

Scholarships �
Cut Bank Masonic Foundation - $500
ACT Scholarship 22-27 - $250
CBEFAA Senior Scholarship - $1,000
Gail E Hietpas Make Dreams Come True - $2,000

Honored Teacher
Julie Monroe treats every one of her students like they are her own. I remember the last day of kindergarten. She was crying and gave us a 

speech. She mentioned that she was proud of us and how she watched us grow into our person. She talked about how much she’ll miss us and how 
much we impacted her life. She’s one of those unique people that will go above and beyond. Julie makes sure that everyone feels safe and accepted. 
She welcomes every kid at the door and asks them how they are doing. Julie listens and remembers all their stories. She has this great way of mak-
ing you feel appreciated. 

I’m a teacher’s assistant for Julie Monroe this year. I was a teacher’s assistant a couple of years ago, but all I did was make copies. Julie lets me 
interact with the children, and I love every second of it. At the beginning of this year, I knew for sure I was going to be a nurse. Then I started 
helping Julie, and she changed my whole career path. She put me in the environment of what it was like being a teacher. How it feels to be in that 
type of setting is fantastic. Getting to know the students and working with them every single day. Going to H.C. Davis is my favorite part of the 
day. If I never applied to be Julie’s assistant, I don’t know what I’ll do without her.

Honored Teacher
Ms. Gregory has had the most impact on me as a student. I always look forward to when I get to go to the 

counseling room for my online class. She makes that class period very fun. She also helped me with my Span-
ish class, even though I never understood half of what she said. She is always willing to help me in whatever I 
need. She will always help answer any of the millions of questions my mother seems to have about scholarships. 
She is also one of the few people I can talk about today’s issues with. She never complains too much when I 
go off on a specific issue. Ms. Gregory has always been friendly and kind to me. She definitely had the biggest 
impact on my life throughout school even though she hasn’t been here for that long.
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The Legacy of Learning

Thank You

Your gift enhances the educational opportunities available to students in the Cut Bank Schools.

Donor Information
Please print

Donor’s Name ______________________________
(Mr., Mrs., Ms., Mr. & Mrs.)

Address ___________________________________

City ____________________State_____Zip_______

Phone (       ) _______________________________

Email _____________________________________

Questions? Please call Amy Overstreet at 406-873-2229, ext. 3
You may donate online through our secure link at www.cutbankalumni.com

Your gifts to CBEFAA are tax deductible.

Enclosed is my gift of
____$35   ____$50   ____$100   ____$250   ____$500   ____Other
Please make checks payable to CBEFAA
____ Please send information on ways gifts can be given with 
specific tax advantages for me and my family.


